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How old is Hinduism? 
AYA'd ck heme Colexcur-0 no) oF-Kexe) Coycarmccdl Ulcer: Love) 0A mn Lita 


Recently, archaeologists discovered "Baghor 
shrine". It is a Devi temple with Yantra 
continuously worshiped by Hindu tribals and their 


ancestors 


Yantra &amp; temple dates back to 11,000 years. It 


is worshiped even today 











Jonathan Kenoyer of Harappa Archaeological 
Research Project(HARP) has been the leading 


archaeologist of Ancient India for 30 years. 


He examined Baghor Kali temple and dated the 
SJ abwh elem oy-Kelqkomelelele si On 


He was surprised by "remarkable continuity of 


religious beliefs in India” 
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The site did not contain any radiometrically 120 BP (Beta-4792). The age of the Baghor I site, 


datable materials but it is bracketed between sedi- 
ments that are being dated. One already dated 
sample from the early mesolithic site of Baghor LI, 
which is stratigraphically younger and lies about 
rkm southeast of Baghor I, dates to $330 + 220 BP 
(PRL-715). Other samples come from the coarse 
member of the Baghor Formation with a late 
Upper or Epi-Palaeolithic small blade industry 
which is dated, by associated shells to 11,870 + 





which is in the overlying fine member of the 
Baghor Formation, probably, therefore, lies 
between gooo and Sooo Bc. If this interpretation 
and dating prove correct and our identification of 
the shrine is substantiated, then this ante-dates by 
several thousand years the next oldest religious 
etructure of this kind in south Asia, and is evidence 
of the remarkable continuity of religious beliefs 
and motifs in the Indian sub-continent. : 


PLATE X: AN UPPER PALAEOLITHIC SHRINE IN INDIA? 


(a) General view of the stone platform. (1) The natural triangular stone from the centre of the platform: 
I, obverse view : 2. reverse view. Ht, 15 cm 





Sas pp. aa- od Phator: Mark Aieneyer 


Baghor shrine is a modest temple that only has a 
stone platform under Neem tree and a triangular 
shaped Yantra worshiped as Goddess in the middle 
of platform. 


Yet, 1t has been worshiped continuously since 
11,000 years from Paleolithic hunter gatherers to 
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The artifact distribution in the area of the platform 
consists of a widespread accumulation of manu- 
facturing waste together with some shaped tools 
and sandstone rubble. These artifacts had been 
discarded in such a manner that they formed 
numerous small concentrations which suggest that 
they represent individual dumping places for 
debitage cleared from the working areas. The areas 
between these concentrations contain relatively 
fewer artifacts and give the appearance of shallow 
depressions. One such heaped concentration was 
exposed in grid squares 1-9 and 1-10 (2s5q. m) ata 
depth of 35-40cm below the surface while, in the 
area immediately to the south of this and at a 
slightly lower level (-5em), the occupation honzon 
produced relatively fewer pieces of flaked stone. 
The artifacts in both these areas comprise un- 
modified waste flakes, blades, cores and nodules, 
together with a small number of shaped tools and 
some sandstone rubble. After lifting the exposed 
artifacts it was revealed that the artifact concentra- 
tions were in some places up to 1rocm thick, while 
in the lower area numerous pieces of sandstone 


rubble interspersed with chert debitage were un- 
covered (FIG. 3: section). Upon lifting the chert 
artifacts we discovered that the, sandstone rubble 
formed a roughly circular platform about 85cm in 
diameter (FIG. 3: plan). In the centre of this plat- 
form was a fragment of a natural ferruginous 
sandstone concretion, the weathering of which had 
accentuated a pattern of concentric triangular 
laminations, the colours ranging from a light 
yellowish red to a dark reddish brown (FIG. 3: 
fragment 3). The alternating light and dark colours 
present a very striking pattern and we were able to 
locate several fragments of the same stone which 
had spalled off from the central piece. T'wo 
additional joining pieces were found on the peri- 
phery of the platform while one fragment was dis- 
placed some gocm to the south of the centre of the 
platform (FIG. 3: plan). So far, ten fragments have 
been found, all of which join together to form a 
triangular-shaped natural stone which is 15cm 
high, 6-5cm wide and about 6-5cm thick (PL. x4). 
Since seven of these fragments were found in or 
near the centre of the platform, it would appear 
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that the complete stone had originally been placed 
in that position. The physical structure of the 
sandstone concretion 1m quite weak, tending to 
fracture along the laminations and, since there is 
no evidence that the stone was deliberately broken, 
it is probable that it became cracked and broke 
apart in the normal process of weathering, and that 
the fragments later became scattered naturally in 
the rubble platform. Concretionary blocks of this 
type of stone occur in the sandstone member of the 
Upper Vindhyan Series on top of the Kaimur 
Escarpment, and the nearest source ts some 2—7km 
northweat of the site. 

The significance of this rubble platform with its 
peculiar natural stone becomes apparent only when 
it is considered in the light of both the archaeo- 
logical and the ethnographic contexts. The 
archaeological context shows that the platform is an 
artihcial construction, the sandstone rubble for 
which was carned on to the site, and in the centre 
of it was placed a unique and colourful stone. 
Sometime later, probably after the structure had 
been abandoned, the stone became broken and the 
platform was partially covered by flaking waste 
from tool manufacture. This might have come 
about due to the dumping of debitage adjacent to 
the platform and then, as a result of taphonomic 
processes after the site was abandoned, this 
debitage came to be mixed with and partially to 
cover the platform, The time interval between when 
the platform fell into disuse, and when it became 
partly covered by the chert artifacts, is not likely to 
have been of any great length, and could probably 
be reckoned in terms of seasons if the site was 
reoccupied before the final departure of the 
inhabitants. However, there is absolutely no doubt 
that the rubble platform with its unique stone, and 
the chert artifacts throughout the rest of the site, 
are contemporancous and were made by a group of 
final upper palacolithic hunter/gatherers. 

The symnificance of the central triangular stone 
became apparent in the light of current practices 
among the present inhabitants of the area, especi- 
ally the tribal groups such as the Kol and Baiga, 
whose primary subsistence used to be from hunting 
and gathering and who have Dravidian affinities. 
These groups use this same type of colourful 
natural stone with concentric geometric lamina- 
tions, often in the form of triangles, as a symbol for 
the female principle or the Mother Goddess, Mai. 
If it had not been for the fact that we had occasion 
to visit the shrine of Aerai &i Dew, the Goddess of 


Kerai, about one km northeast of the site, the 
significance of the archacological stone would 
certainly have been overlooked, The Aerai dt Deer 
shrine 16 situated on a low spur of shale at the foot 
of the Kaimur Escarpment. [t consists of a roughly 
circular platform composed of sandstone and 
limestone rubble blocks on which six natural 
pieces of concretionary sandstone have been set up 
(Pi., xta). In addition to these natural stones there 
is a headless figurine of what one informant called 
Angart Devi (the Goddess of Burning Coals) who 
is probably the same as Angar Mati, a goddess 
worshipped by the Agaria (Elwin, 1942, 88), The 
six stones in the centre of the shrine all have 
triangular or ellipsoidal laminations ranging in 
colour from yellowish red to reddish brown and 
are identical in nature to the one found in the 
excavations, These stones are said to represent the 
goddess and are smeared with vermilion, while the 
area around the shrine 16 littered with broken 
coconut shells, shorn locks of hair, potsherds and 
fragments of clay hgurines. According to one 
informant who happened to be a Muslim, the 
goddess protects and bestows health and prosperity 
on those who worship her and the surrounding 
villagers bring offerings of coconuts and shave 
their heads to honour the goddess. ‘The people who 
worship at this shrine include the Kol and Baiga 
tribals, caste Hindus and even local Muslim 
converts. 

Once we began looking for such shrines to the 
goddess we found them scattered here and there 
over the countryside or in the villages. Our site 
watchman, who is of the Kol tribe, has set up near 
his house a shrine dedicated to the goddess 
Kahka Mart. This shrine consists of one large, 
tabular stone with geometric laminations and three 
smaller stones with various shaped concentric 
laminations and is marked by a long bamboo pole 
with a red flag (PL. x1), In the village of Medhauli 
is a more impressive shrine which has been con- 
structed at the base of an enormous nim tree 
(Melia azadirachta) (pL. xtta). The platform is 
made up of an earthen plinth capped by a stone 
slab upon which numerous oddly shaped blocks of 
limestone and sandstone have been placed, These 
stones represent vanous manifestations of the 
goddess and, here again, we find the use of tn- 
angular and ellipsoidal sandstone concretions with 
concentric laminations (FL. x11b). This last shrine 
is very similar to the Kol shrines described by 
Crooke, He reports that the Kols of the Mirzapur 





Now, here is my question to all those "experts" who 


question the antiquity of Hinduism. 


Can they name any other currently existing religion 
in the world which has an active temple that has 
been continuously worshiped from Paleolithic age? 


I dare them to give us one example 


PLATE XI: AN UPPER PALAEOLITHIC SHRINE IN INDIA? 


(a) The Kerai ki Devi shrine. (b) The shrine to Kalika Mat 





These pages were created and arranged by Rattibha services 


Chttps://www. rattibha.com) 


The contents of these pages, including all images, videos, 
attachments and external links published (collectively referred 
to as "this publication"), were created at the request of a user 
(s) from Twitter. Rattibha provides an automated service, 
without human intervention, to copy the contents of tweets from 
Twitter and publish them in an article style, and create PDF 
pages that can be printed and shared, at the request of Twitter 
user (s). Please note that the views and all contents in this 
publication are those of the author and do not necessarily 
represent the views of Rattibha. Rattibha assumes no 
responsibility for any damage or breaches of any law resulting 


from the contents of this publication. 





